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Prescriptions

Can be collected from the Post Office
(inform the doctor at the time). Repeat
prescriptions can be left and collected at the
Post Office.

Wet Fishmonger calls at:

3,00pm Chestnut Avenue and
3.15pm at the Post Office every Friday

DOWNHAM MARKET
Timetable below but the bus will operate on
a Hail and Ride basis with a clear signal to
the driver.

WELNEY TO DOWNHAM: FRIDAYS
Welney Post Office 10.00am.
Lakes End 10.06am.
Lots Bridge 10.08am
Nordelph Bridge 10.14am
Salters Lode 10.19am.
Downham Market 10.26am.
Downham Market 12.15pm
Salters Lode 12.22pm.
Nordelph Bridge 12.27pm.
Lots Bridge 12.33pm.
Lakes End 12.35pm.
Welney Post Office 12.40pm.

(Fare: £1.70 single, £2.20 return)

ELY
Every Thursday (Market Day)
Cavalier Coaches (01406 362518)

Starts Lamb & Flag car park and runs via Py-
moor and Little Downham.

Fare: Return £4.10 adults, £2.35 children,
£3.20 pensioners.

Welney 09.00am
Ely Market Street 09.50am
Tesco's car park 09.53am
Tesco's car park 12.35pm
Ely Market Street 12.40pm
Welney 1.28pm

FACT (Fenland Association for Community
Transport) operate a “dial a ride” service
from door to door to March every Wednes- |
day. The service leaves Weiney 9.00-8.30am
and returns 12.30-12.45pm. In addition,
once a month ‘specials’ run to places lke
Peterborough and King's Lynn.

To use the service you must become a mem-
ber of the Association, which costs £1 per
year. The return fare to March is £3.00

For further details phone: 661 234




EDITORIAL

The good news first. | hope you noticed as you picked up WELNEY NEWS that it feels thicker.
For this edition we've had so much news and so many features to include that, for the first time, we
have expanded from 20 to 24 pages - at no extra cost to you! | hope you enjoy reading it and find
the information useful. It seems to me to answer those doubters who, when we started, said we
would never find enough of interest in the village to keep WELNEY NEWS going. Here we are
eighteen months later proving them wrong in the best possible way.

The bad news is that | little thought when | wrote of the November flooding in our last issue that we
would have to return to the subject again so soon. The six weeks of flooding from before Christmas
to the first week of February has raised a full head of steam in the village with most people, it seems,
thinking that it is time to start agitating - possibly on a national level - for the Wash road to be raised.
You will find comment from David Pegg on p 8, from Martin Kyne-Lilley on p 12, a view from the
Wildfowl Trust and the RSPB on p 19, and a Letter on p 21. The Environment Agency said they
were too busy to compile a précis of why the floods happened and what they did, but offered to send
copies of the update reports they give to the Parish Council during flooding. These have been seen
by most people at the Post Office.

| have been asked by the Rural Community Council to attend a meeting at Wymondham on 9"
March to see if there is any interest in setting up an association of all the Parish magazines in
Norfolk. | will report back in the next edition. Meanwhile thanks again for your support, always let
us know your comments and any ideas for future editions and a Happy and unflooded New Year to

everyone.

Helen Barry
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WELNEY PARISH COUNCIL
The Parish Council meet bi-monthly on the sec-
ond Tuesday of the month at 7.30 pm in the
Parish Hall.

The Council comprises: Chairman: Mrs. Pat Rix,
Vice-Chairman: Mrs. Charlotte Cox, Councillors:
Tim Bennett, David Bonner, Dennis Booth, Ali-
son Burrows, Tom Fisher, Steven Harvey,
Pauline Pullum.

Parish Clerk: Pat Copeman: 610 226
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
TUESDAY 12™ JANUARY 1999

Clir Fisher reported on a meeting on The
Springboard Project at Littleport which had been
very informative. He also proposed possible
Millennium projects for consideration and dis-
cussion.

Croft Carrier Ltd. had written stating that they
need someone from Weiney to represent Wel-
ney Parish Council on their own Committee.
This can be any parishioner interested in local
transport affairs: apply to the Parish Clerk for full
details.

A letter was received from the Borough regard-
ing the West Norfolk inter-village Games 1999:
it was agreed to pass this to the Playing Field
Committee to see if they could arrange to take
part in conjunction with the Youth Club.

The question of a footpath along March Road
was discussed at length. A copy of the petition
organised by Tom Fisher had been received
and letters had also been received from the
Borough Council (expressing their support in
principle) and from the Norfolk County Council.
It was agreed to reply to the N.C.C requesting
they do a study of the road and emphasising the
heavy volume of traffic - HGVs and tractors etc.
that use this road, particularly in the sugar beet
season, and also stressing how dangerous the
road was for pedestrians. One of the main
reasons for wanting a footpath is to regenerate
the Playing Field and to make it safer for the
children to walk there.

Clir. Rix gave a report on the Playing field and
confirmed that Carpet Bowls would be starting in
the Pavilion on Wednesday evenings.

The problem of the flooding of the Wash Road
was discussed at length, particularly in view of
the number of days that the road has been
impassable during the last 12 month period.
Serious concemn is being expressed by busi-
nesses within the village who are experiencing
grave difficulties whilst the road is flooded. It
was agreed that stronger representations must

now be made to Highways Department to get
something done, as this situation cannot al-
lowed to continue. It was agreed to send letters
to Highways at Norfolk County Council setting
out our feelings and demanding a visit from
them, as requested some months ago. A letter
was also sent to the Environment Agency re-
questing confirmation on their Amber flood
alerts for the Welney Causeway' as these had
caused concern over the Christmas period be-
cause the water was already on the road.
Councillors discussed and agreed the sum for
the Annual Procept on the King's Lynn and
Norfolk Borough Council and also agreed
Annual Grants to the Welney Parish Hall Com-
mittee and the Parochial Church Council for the
cutting of the Churchyard.
Pat Copeman
Next meeting: Parish Hall
Tuesday 9 March 7.30 pm

Parishioners are very welcome: they can moni-
tor pmeoothgs and comment under public par-
ticipation, or raise any matters causing concern.

E

|r Open Government - A Personal View |
|More and more Government Departments pub-
lish information about their workings, right down
to individual meetings. These are readily avail-
able to all who have access to the intemet and

|road is flooded. llhdlthudtomdontandmy
our Parish Council is reluctant to publish letters
affecting our lives in our local magazine. }

Richard Green |

- ar-B-Qge‘}lme
Home Made:-

Sausages, Kebabs, Minty Lamb, Chicken
Tikka, Chinese Style Ribs and Chicken

Refrigerated Deliveries - Twice Weekly -
Tuesday & Friday
Jumbo Saed Beel-Burgers, Pork & Apple Burgers, Lamb & Mint Burgers

Sausages - Pork, Pork & Apple, Pork & Garic Perx. Stiton A Celery, Pork
Ginger & Lear
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14th

16th

19th

21st

7.30 pm

10.00 - 12 noon
10.30 am

7.00 pm

7.30 pm

10.00

10.00 - 12 noon
2.00 pm

7.30 pm

7.00 pm

10.00 - 12 noon
7.30 pm
7.00-8.00 pm
7.00 pm

9.30 am onward

10.00 - 12 noon
2.00 pm
7.30 pm
7.00 pm
7.30 pm
10.00 - 12 noon
7.30 pm
7.00 pm

10.00

2.00 pm

10.30 am

7.00 pm

7.30 pm

7.30 pm

7.00 pm

9.30 am onward

10.00 - 12 noon
2.00 pm
7.30 pm
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DIARY DATES

Bingo Village Hall
Playbus Village Car Park
Teddy Bear Service Village Church
Carpet Bowls Playing Field
Whist Village Hall
Minimart Village Hall
Playbus Viliage Car Park
Friendship Club Village Hall
Whist Village Hall
Carpet Bowis Playing Fieid
Line Dancing Village Hall
Playbus Village Car Park
Whist Village Hall
Wi Sponsored Knitting Amy Markham
Carpet Bowis Playing Field
Mobile Library Usual Location
Line Dancing Village Hall
Playbus Village Car Park
Friendship Club Village Hall
Whist Village Hall
Carpet Bowls Playing Field
Bingo Viilage Hall
Playbus Village Car Park
Whist Village Hall
Carpet Bowis Playing Field
Line Dancing Village Hall
Minimart Village Hall
Easter Egg Hunt

Easter Monday

Friendship Club Village Hall
Teddy Bear Service Village Church
Carpet Bowls Playing Field
Whist Viliage Hall
Whist Village Hall
Carpet Bowis Playing Field
Mobile Library Usual Location
Line Dancing Viliage Hall
Playbus Village Car Park
Friendship Club Village Hall
Whist Viilage Hall
Carpet Bowis Playing Fieid
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“SO MANY COUNTRIES
SO MANY CUSTOMS”

The first report from our Japanese corre-
spondent, Akiko Motoyoshi, (remember she
was caught in our November floods) is dedi-
cated to Wendy and Peter Redman

There are so many things Japan leamed from
Britain. One of them is the postal system.
Bright red post boxes are found on every comer
of a Japanese town.

As you do, we exchange cards once a year.
Yours are Christmas Cards, with good wishes
for a new year, but ours are New Year Cards.
How this little happiness is delivered to each
home is slightly different here. New year’s best
wishes come to Japanese homes as a bunch.

Japanese new year cards are literally bundied
with a rubber band!  Because they all come
together on the 1
January. My father,
Kaneyoshi, has
been retired and still |
received 180 cards|-
this year. Imagine
how busy the post-
men were up until
that date and still

=2

busier on the very| taken from a New Year card

day.
The last excitement for those who receive new

T T T
bedofodi il i iESSMmeras0s RASKRZY ARE 3 RaEaHe
BLAMBED SYLOSRLRBVHISATAN CCBUBRENORSTORER KRS CESN,

“ e

Lottery numbo:onneh card

year cards comes on 15" January, because the
cards function as lottery tickets too

KNIT A PARISH HALL!

Well, not quite, but support the sponsored
KNIT-IN
to raise money for the Parish Hall

Organised by the WI, the Knit-In takes place on
Wednesday 17 March 7.00-8.00pm
at Amy Markham's home
Welwyn, New Road, Welney
Tel: 610 340
Anyone who can knit is welcome.

Anyone can be a sponsor.
Finished knitting will go to make blankets for the

Save the Children Fund.
Forms for sponsorship from any member of the

WI.

(can you imagine it!) Your numbers
are printed on the card and the win-
ning numbers are announced two
weeks after the new year begins.
The prizes are quite humble com-
pared with your lottery - a video cam-
era, a washing machine or a car
navigation system. One card | re-
ceived from a former colleague in
Tokyo won two special postage
stamps. Not great....but not bad

| send warmest wishes to everyone in
Weiney, hoping that the road is nice
and dry by now.

+ The complete service for maintenance, enhancement or creation of sites when
landscape and wildlife matter

« 25 years of professional experience in nature conservation ensures an holistic and
sensitive approach

* We have the vision and resources to tum your ideas into reality

* For a free brochure or an informal chat, completely without obligation, contact::

MANAGEMENT AND ADVISORY SERVICE

Akiko Motoyoshi

Tim Bennett, Stockyard Farm, Wisbech Road

Welney, Cambs, PE14 9RQ. Tel/Fax 01354 610422




CHURCH NEWS

How many New Year Resolutions have been
made and broken already!

How often at the beginning of a new year do we
take a rather hasty peek at some of those 'bad’
habits and resolve to do something about them
- at least for a week or maybe two?
You know the ones. Stop biting fingernails.
Not to eat so much fattening food. Smoke less
or give up aitogether. Pop to church more often.
| used to bite my nails almost to my wrists. At
school 'clean hands' inspections were an abso-
lute nightmare. | no longer bite my nails but
they still do not look like anything that wouid
pass the eagle eye of any school teacher at
inspection time.
How many can equate with this experience of
personal embarrassment not to mention the
physical limitations these ten stumps set on a
person. What happens when you drop some-
thing, especially a coin or a piece of paper.
Would those horrors help you pick it up - no way
- forget it!
Like all habits | was in its grip for years.
How can we break these self-destroying habits
that so often take over our lives? Five sugges-
tions which may well help.
Stop rationalising. Let us stop making such
comments as “I've always been like that - al-
ways will be - nobody's perfect.” This type of
remark takes the edge of what we are doing and
often allows us to begin to ignore the need to
change.

. Don't try to do it all at once -
take one habit at a time and soon all will be
overcome

Be realisticc. We will not find it easy and it will
not happen within a few hours. And | guess
there will be times when we fail but at least we
can keep on trying.

Be encouraged. Eventually we will triumph
simply because we have recognised that some-
thing needs to be done. Get enthusiastic over
each little success - that is what will
self-discipline and will help us to ‘stick with it".
Start today. There is a saying which goes
Today is the first day of the rest of your life." It
seems, then, that now is the best time to begin.

Let us stop being defeatist and begin to take
charge of the things we want to change and who
knows, by the time the next Welney News is
delivered to our homes, we may have:

lost some weight

have at least one decent fingemail
cut down on the cigarettes
popped into church
Sheila Tooke (Rector)

CHURCH SERVICES

21!i 9.30am  Holy Communion

28" 9.30am Morning Prayer

3|I (Wed) 10.30am Teddy Bear Service

™ 9.30am Morning Prayer

W All Age Worship

21" 9.30am Holy Communion

28" 9.30am Morning Prayer

April

1H 7.00pm Fellowship Meal and
Breaking of Bread
(Manea)

Good Friday

2nd 10.30am Walk of Witness
(Christchurch)

2.00pm Meditation Welney

4i! 11.00am Holy Communion
7" (Wed) 10.30am Teddy Bear Service
""" 11.00am All Age Worship
18" 9.30am Holy Communion
25" 9.30am Morning Prayer

ROLAND SINGLETERRY
FUNERAL DIRECTOR

EFFICIENT, SYMPATHETIC
SERVICE, DAY OR NIGHT
“WINDY RIDGE"

PADGETS ROAD
CHRISTCHURCH

TEL: 01354 638321




In this column anyone can stand on the soap
box and let off steam on any subject. The
opinions are strictly individual and indepen-
dent and responsibility for them rests with
the writer!

David Pegg has strong views on
THE WASH ROAD FLOODING

“| travelled to Buckinghamshire on Christmas
eve moming and the washes were just pass-
able, although they had been flooded since the
21%. But by the time | arrived back late after-
noon it was impassable.  This was after three
and a half week's flooding in November which
ended on 23",

As we start 1999 with the road flooded, | wonder
what will happen this year

Looking back over previous issues of WELNEY
NEWS, and listening to bits and bobs, | can see
the Parish Council is getting nowhere fast.

* | believe that the Parish Council is being fobbed
off every time the washes road is flooded, with
excuses of high tides, silting up of gates, and
danger of flooding along the River Ouse up-
stream being the favourites.

On December 26th, | again went down to
Buckinghamshire, via Huntingdon. On the way
back home, the Ouse from Bedford to Earith
was checked for any high water or flooding,
bearing in mind that the washes road had about
2 feet of floodwater. The Ouse in all its low lying
areas was checked and found to be nowhere
near flood level.

| feel as many other villagers do, it is time that
the Parish Council should not be bothering to
enter into any talks with Mr. Gillett or Mr. Woon-
ton, Borough Council or Norfolk County Council,
but to do as Northampton did over their Easter
Flooding, get local M.P.'s involved. After all we
yote them in, so let them earn their wages and
yotes. If this fails perhaps more direct action
should be taken.

As | see the situation, the Environment Agency
is spending £5.2 million of tax- payers’ money to
put in new sluice gates. These, we are told will
not stop the flooding. If this is so, would it not

have been better to put the £5.2.million into
raising the Wash Road? Then the Environment
Agency could have opened Earith flood gates
for good, without residents of local villages and
through traffic having to put up with this ongoing
misery. It seems that the Environment Agency
is good at spending taxpayers money, plus hav-
ing their bread buttered on both sides.

Some more issues that | think should be clari-
fied about the tides and sluice gates.

1 The Neap tide is a tide that does not
come in very far. This means it is lower inland.
This tide is every other week.

2 A Spring tide is a tide that comes in
further but also goes out further. This tide
alternates with the Neap tides. Also a south or
south west wind blowing hard can hold a high
tide back. A west wind blowing hard can take
the tide back further than its low mark or dead
water line. Answers please Mr. Gillett on
sluice gates not able to open because of tides?
3 Surely the computerised systems con-
trolling the sluices can be overridden or
changed to compensate for the conditions.
Your own conclusions please villagers.

| have found that in the last two or three years -
and especially last year - the flooding has got
worse. Thirty minutes of drizzle flood Welney
but don't flood Northampton. Drizzle consti-
tutes flooding, imagine what ten minutes of real

rain does.
& i3

GRAHAME SEATON
AMIAS
DESIGN AND PLANNING CONSULTANT
‘Well Creek Lodge, St Peter’s Road, Upwell
Telephone 01945 772632

Drawings prepared for houses, bungalows,
alterations and extensions.

Planning and building control approval




The television companies state that the Anglian
Water Authority say there is a shortage of water
and that Norfolk is the driest area in the Coun-
try. Where do the top bods of the Environment
Agency live - in houses under waterfalls - so that
they think it is raining all day and night? Of
course not, I'm talking bull the same as they are.

| also think that villagers should stop just talking
and do something: stop leaving it to someone
else; stop grumbling and get together with the
Parish Council and a few others and do some-
thing, even if it is only putting their names to pen
and paper. Don't just leave it to a couple of
people - that is if you want to use the Wash
Road. And to those who don't, remember you
may have to one day.

One final point for everyone to think about is the
answer to Howard Kent's question at the Public
Meeting on 17" February last year. Mr. Gillett
stated that the new sluice would be 50% more
efficient but would not ensure 50% less flooding.
In other words we are going to flood just as
much as we do now - and that is increasing.
Since this time last year the Wash Road has
been flooded for 105 days. | understand that
it is illegal to block an ‘A’ road in any way and
that includes water. Now let's hear some points
from you.

David Pegg
David sent a copy of his article to Gillian Shep-
hard MP. Together with his thoughts that the
Parish Council were not getting enough re-
sponse from County or Borough Councils and
the Environment Agency. (The contents of his
letter are reproduced on page 15). Mrs. Shep-
hard replied:

Dear Mr. Pegg,
Thank you for your letter of 4" January

In the past we have on a number of occasions
tried to get funding to help solve the increasingly
inconvenience of the flooding on the Wash road.
We have not so far been successful, but of
course we can always try again. | was dis-
turbed to read in your article for the Magazine
that you feel the Parish Council has been fibbed
off by the various agencies. | could certainly get
for example the Environment Agency to come to
talk to the Council, although that would of
course be for them to decide.

Do please let me know if | could at least help in
this kind of way

Yours sincerely,
Gillian Shephard, MP.

PLAYING FIELD & PAVILION

There is now a regular carpet bowis meeting
on Wednesdays at 7.00pm with a fee of £1
a night. 14 people tumed out for the first
session and enjoyed themselves, so by the
time you read this hopefully more people will
have joined in.

The Playing Field Committee met on 18"
January, elected its officers and discussed
the work needed to be done and fund rais-
ing events.

The Pavilion badly needs repair and repaint-
ing. As the only quote we have received is
for £2,000 (and even Marshall's Charity
might be reluctant to find that kind of
money) we have decided to ask the village
to help. Volunteers are needed to help with
cleaning and repainting, working under the
supervision of Dennis Booth. He has al-
ready volunteered his services. Nothing can
be attempted until the Spring, but anyone
willing to help please get in touch now with
Pat Rix (610 292) or Adrian Rust (610
525). Grateful thanks in advance to anyone
willing to help.

It has been decided to hold a fund-raising
Summer Fete and Dance about mid-June
and we are also hoping to attract some
outside funding for a play area for the
under-5's. And we are investigating the
cost of providing a hard surface for basket-
ball, tennis etc.

The football club have home games on 20™
Feb, 20™ March, 17" April and 8" May.
Please support them.

i Future dates: 12™, 19" March; 2
16" and 23" April.




MY LIFE IN A DAY
A new series in which people in the village talk
about their work and how their daily life revolves
around it.
Alan Nelson brings the Mobile Library to
Welney and sixty three other villages in West
Norfolk.

“It's a hectic and fairly early start in our house-
hold. My wife, Margaret, has to get to work in
Wisbech by eight; Nicola, my daughter, must
be in college in Lynn by nine. | take her to
Downham for the 8.40 train and then go on the

more talking books on board. One lady takes
16 talking books - well I've only got a stock of 50
s0 she soon gets through them - so | got to keep
them turning over fairly regularly. And it's not
just books people want but information. A
month ago someone asked me about a local
based signature on a long clock. | get the
librarians at base to check and yesterday he
was delighted with what we'd found out.

The van is your home for the day and you don't
leave it. Food is a packed lunch and a flask of
hot water to make coffee. The routes vary
enormously. Take Welney - 5 stops there, but

Library to start my day.

I'm usually the first one in,
open the gates and the Li-
brary. There are two vans
which Brian and | drive.
First, you check your van
right through - | call it first
parade checks because of
my army career. You check
your tyres, your windscreen,
you wash everything down,
check your camera is clean
on the back because we
have to park in such tight
places that we reverse aided

if your auxiliary batteries are
alright because they are
more important than your ve-
hicle batteries - if you've no
auxiliaries you've no light, no
wheeichair lift, no doors, no
heat. Then once your van
is OK it's into the Library for
any last minute books or
changes.

Then it's out for the day. Overall every month
Brian and | cover 64 villages on 24 routes, so
you tend to get quite a variety. Brian and | both
say it - it never comes about that you don't look
forward to going to work in the morning because
you're always going somewhere different meet-
ing different people.

The vans carry around 3000 books but | also
keep a float of another 300. The librarians sort
out the order but we juggle the books around
depending on where we're going. Some days I'll
put on 940’s, which are war books because in
the villages I'm going to | know one or two men
who like to read them. Or there are villages | go
to where there are pensioners that can't read,
s0 they need talking books, so | need to take

17 in Upwell and | spend
the whole day in
Feltwell, only 7 stops but
two hours at one. |It's
the size of the commu-
' nity, Feltwell borders on
Halmost being big
.l enough to have its own
gl library. But then some
villages are so small
they only have one stop
and you have a lovely
time out doing seven
villages in one day.

It's a people job. Meet-
ing people all day and
being interested in their
needs. We're asked by
family or carers to seiect
books for people - we
ask them to mark their
initials on the date
stamp page so we can
have a quick check on
whether they've already
read the book - actually
some of the Western
readers get carried away and put the ranch
brand name so we get double S's or such like,
but we learn to recognise them.

Sometimes we are the only contact that people
have all day because we operate a ‘housebound
service' as well. One lady on my rounds will
spend perhaps twenty minutes choosing 5
books from the 12 that I've taken in to her - she
actually chooses the books quite quickly but she
likes to have a chat, so you're providing that sort
of service as well.

Those are the sort of things that make working
on the van nice. There are about twenty like her
Others are not strictly housebound; we take the
van to them and then hoist them up in their
wheelchairs and they can make their own selec-




tion.

The Mobile Library visit is very much a social
occasion in many places. | can think of one
village where it's almost a Parish Council Meet-
ing when they come on - and everyone's talking
about what's gone on.

| like being the other side of the counter, talking
to people and perhaps leading them towards the
books that they want, there isn't always the time
for this in Welney because we have so many
stops and my work is checking in and out and
replacing the returns on the shelves, It's a pity
because that is a really satisfying part of the job
and especially when they come back the next
time and say they really enjoyed my choice,
that's great.

But each day goes quickly and differently. We
time our last stop so that we're back in Down-
ham around 4.45 and then we work on stocking
up the van for the next day.

Then we do some checks and replenish the
water. You may not realise it but working with
books is very dirty and you have to keep wash-
ing your hands. We have a little sink in the van
but you need to keep the water topped up.

You get fond of your van spending your whole
day in it. I've just discovered that my old van -
they run for about 12 years or so before they're
sold off - anyway my old van can be seen
around Wells as a chip van with a chimney
sticking out of it!

So then pick up Nicola from the station and
home except on Mondays when | do the IBT2
computer course at Downham. Libraries are
computer based so - although | do this off my
own bat - it's worth getting more computer
knowledge.

Tuesday onwards, | go home with Nicola and an
evening on our computers and relax on that. |
like DIY and fishing but for family reasons we
have had to spend weekends visiting away over

the last year”
Alan Nelson

Alan told me a fantastic story of coincidence
about his arrival in Welney. He was in the Army
and stationed in Germany. He lived off the
camp and in the German community, but his
next door neighbour was English, and they be-
came great friends.

Alan was posted back to Waterbeach; moved to
Welney and the first person he saw walking up
his path was his neighbour from Germany -
Derek the postman! Ed

PARISH HALL NEWS
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF
THE PARISH HALL COMMITTEE
TUESDAY 16™ MARCH 8.00PM
ALL WELCOME: NEW COMMITTEE
MEMBERS NEEDED

PLEASE COME AND SUPPORT THE WORK
OF RUNNING AND RAISING FUNDS

FOR
THE PARISH HALL

St. Valentine's Dance
A good crowd enjoyed a great evening on Satur-
day 13" February dancing to TJ Country.

£120 was raised which will be divided between
the Playing Field and the Parish Hall. Very
grateful thanks to all who worked so hard to
make it such a successful evening, particularly
to Alison ingram who proposed and organised
the event.

= always available, including Halogen “siotin™
hobs.

//\All items supplied with a written guarantee

N and a safety test certificate.
Unbeatable value and quality at
Brewers Bectrical Appliances

- Trafalgar Industrial Estate

\ Downham Market.

Phone now for further details on:

7 01366 386838 (mobile 0589

400896)
Lol PR Ay




FLOODING COSTS - DEARLY

A view from Martin Kyne-Lilley, who moved to
The Oid Chapel in Main Street last year.

The flooded Washes are dramatic, happen most
years and have been a feature of Welney life for
over 300 years.

They have provided a livelihood for many peo-
ple. In the winter various species of wildfowl
were shot or trapped. Eeis were caught. Cottage
industries produced woven baskets fmm the
pollarded willows growing there.
(straightened in the 17" century)

Remember Easter 19987

The Wash Road has been flooded for 105 days
during the last 13 months. Now the effect on the
village is detrimental in economic terms - it
costs.

The Three Tuns pub is one of the very last
waterway pubs left. In the bar are displayed
examples of former times - a wildfowler's 8 feet
punt gun and eel griggs. People in the village

have been patronising the pub since "before any
of us were around." Regulars come from the
village and also Littleport, Hilgay, Prickwillow,
Suspension Bridge and Hundred Foot Bank.

When the Wash Road is flooded lunchtime
trade is down to a third. Overall there is a loss of
50% of trade. "It's a bit of a bar-steward," said
the landlord's daughter-in-law, "l often have to
shut up at least three times a week at 9.30 pm
because of no passing trade." A regular ar-
rangement with the Rose & Crown pub in Hilgay
means that the Friday evening darts is can-
celled. At other times, when takings are usually
expected to be brisk, trade has been affected.
"For example, I've never had such a bad Christ-
mas. We've just had our worst New Year's Eve,

ﬂoodlng of the Wash Road. Mr Roger Giles,
Managing Director, has accurately calculated
the extent of the losses. "Until you think about
these things," he said, "you don't realise the
difference it can make." He continued, "Many of

i
1

The bill so far is £12,000.

"Then there's the bank. We are obliged to bank
cheques in Downham. That takes longer _fot

us. If we're in the black and big cheques are
slow into a high interest account, we also lose
out.”

Dave Padget must run

Wisbech Border Collie Rescue

Are alwarys needing homes for unwanted Border Colles.

- Have you done your homework on the breed, 50 you know what to expect?
- Is someone at home most or all of the day?

- Do you have me to give the dog the exercise it requires, rain or shine?
> - Does all the family want this breed of dog?

N - Are you wiling 1o train the dog 10 be a weill behaved member of socety?

Many of the dogs make good working dogs. A dog is for e and Border Colies ive an average of 16 years.

Telephone: Wisbech 01945 773942

the oldest business in
the village. Padgets
Garage was founded
in 1895 and Dave, like
his father and grand-
father, has experi-
enced the effects of
the Wash Road. "it's
taken the village back
to the last century."




He said, "We used to have petrol sales up to five
years ago but the road being up finally knocked
that on the head. Our customers from the village
ended up going eisewhere." His business has
suffered too. "It's difficult to put a definite figure
on it as my trade does go up and down. But,
when the road's blocked, it's definitely down."

Like many of us, his family are also affected,
"Our youngster goes to school in Weiney - so
my wife has to drive 100 miles a day to deliver
and collect him from a school that's just 3/4 of a
mile away!"

Gary & Chris Wild took over the 400 year old
Lamb & Flag pub 2 1/2 years ago. They were
delighted during the first winter when the road
didn't flood. Bird watchers from the Wetlands
Wildfowl Trust helped sustain their trade during
the usually quiet months of December and Jan-
uary. "Twitchers may not drink much,” said
Gary, "But they eat and sleep." Food and ac-
commodation are two significant income eamers
for the pub. Gary and Chris did well. They
reinvested in the pub by improving the rooms
and the loos. They advertised their food. People
came from Littleport, Ely, Pymore and Littie
Downham - all on the other side of The Washes.
However, during the last year, trade has
dropped dramatically. According to Gary, "It just
plummets. We lose at least two thirds when the
road's flooded. Over the full year we're down
around £60,000 on our previous year's figures."

"As a direct effect of the flooding on the road,
the Flag is no longer the viable proposition it
was. We assumed we could continue to build on
our efforts in the first year. Instead it's got worse
and worse. If we knew that the road wasn't
going to flood for the rest of the year, we
wouldn't have given in our notice to quit."

Gary and Chris are due to

THERE'S MORE THAN

| WILDFOWL IN WELNEY

|Obviously with such a fa-
mous wetland on our
doorstep, it's easy to forget
that there's far more wildlife
‘around the village than wa-
|ter birds. Hopefully you've
noticed. Many of you will
be aware of the three or
four pairs of Great Spotted
Woodpeckers that can be
seen and heard around the

¥4
village; indeed some are
fortunate enough to have them regularly visit
. Striking though they are, un-
However, the more surpris-

Anw\orsonw\atummmdspeaesthath
perhaps seen dead on the road more than
scuttling through the trees is the Grey Squirrel.
A recent sighting of a youngster suggests
though that they are well established and breed-
ing in Welney.

Far more secretive, yet much larger are the

leave before July. .
The flooding brings substan- N o
tial additional costs to busi- 3 - s

nesses and individuals in
the village and the surround- [P AR
ing area. The total bill
reaches several hundred
thousands of pounds. Our
very own Welney Tax. The
people and views I've col-
lected here represent only a
snapshot of the overall prob-
lem - | hope to develop a
broader picture in the April
edition of the newsletter.

Do something Different to tell your
friends about
Explore the largest Wetland in Northern Europe
and its diverse plant and Spend a day on Safari -
As seen on Anglia TVs“Countrywide”™
BIG SKY WILDLIFE HOLIDAYS

Explore the largest Wetland in Northemn Europe and its diverse plant and animal

life. Go back in time and take home your own piece of history when unearthing

3000 year old bog oaks. Discover the Wildlife and Countryside of the Fens by
deer. Experience friendly guides - a day to remember

Barry Weekes and Verity Steel - Duffins Farm, Lotts Bridge
Three Holes, Wisbech, Cambridge PE14 9JG

To book your Safari please phone
01354 638315 or 0410 788779

I3

Martin Kyne-Lilley




HOMEWATCH
According to my informa-
tion there have been two
recent crimes in Welney
committed on the same
night - a bungalow in Bed-
ford Bank West was bur-
gled and the outside shed

Satanta Boarding Kennels

Siberian Husky Specialists - but ALL dogs welcome!

OSBOURNE PLACE, MARCH ROAD, TIPPS END WELNEY,
CAMBS PE14 9SN Tel: 01354 638595 - Proprietor: Dorreen Carter

of a house near the school

was robbed of £500 worth of tools. In the latter
case the owners were at home and heard noth-
ing - perhaps a warning to all of us to look again
at outside security.

The police are keen for any information that
could help them with the brutal murder in Upwell
of two women. Constance Sheridan, 79, and
her daughter Janice, 45: both killed at their
home in Pingle Bridge, Upwell. The murders
took place between noon on 7" January and
midday on 10" January when their bodies were
found. If you were passing through the area at
that time and remember anything out of the
ordinary, please let the police know. Even if you
were just in the area during those dates, the
police would like to hear from you. The foliowing
phone numbers

can be used:
* Incident Room - 01366 385 192
¢ Norfolk Police HQ ~ 01603 768769

Crimestoppers - 0800 555 111
Karen Fleming

RURAL TRANSPORT

“What's that?" you may ask, but it does exist
and some villages are beginning to feel the
benefit of the new sources of funding targeted
specifically at rural communities.

Welney could be served by a somewhat more
frequent (‘not very difficult’ | hear you say) ser-
vice, too, BUT only if we ask for one.

A new partnership has been set up - with your
Parish Council as an observer - to formulate an
action plan and submit a bit for the necessary
funds to set up - well - whatever you want!
Quite seriously, if we don't make our voices
heard and ask for a bus to here, there or
wherever you want to go, someone else will
get a new service instead.

Any ideas, comments or suggestions about all
kinds of local transport systems that you might
have will be gratefully received.

Don't let apathy win again!
Tim Bennett 610 433

Local Bankers - Global Bank

Barclays Bank plc
11 Main Street, Littleport
Ely, Cambs CB6 1PH
Tel: 01353 605202 Fax: 01353 605200




Rt. Hon. Gillian Shepherd, M.P.17A Lynn Road, Downham Market, PE38 ONJ. 4/1/1999.

Dear Mrs Shepherd,

Please find enclosed a letter that | have sent to our local Parish Magazine, the contents of
which | hope you will take seriously. It is my belief that the 5.2 million pounds that has been
given to the Environment Agency to construct a new sluice gate at Welmore Lake near
Downham Market is money wasted. This new sluice we are told will, be 50% more efficient
at clearing the Welney washes road the A1101. The problem being that we are getting
flooded on this road more and more. In fact from Easter 1998 until Christmas 1998 the
road has been in use for a few short weeks.

What myself, and | am sure | speak for hundreds of other people, would like to know from
you as our elected M.P. is if you can do anything About our situation. The local Parish
Council have been trying to talk to Norfolk County Council, Local Borough Council, Environ-
ment Agency, R.S.P.B and the Wildfowl Trust. A plan has been put forward to all con-
cerned with a road scheme that would stop all of this misery. The local Parish Council can
give all details of these plans and estimated costs, not a lot of money considering the 5.2
million pounds given to a scheme that is causing more misery.

When the road is flooded the H,G.V.s carrying produce both to shops and markets have to
rake long detours costing extra time, money and fuel.

| beg of you please, it is about time that this be put before the Government and a solution
found as soon as possible, perhaps concluded before the year 2000. Also | believe that it is
illegal to obstruct a 'A’ road in any way and this surely includes flooding.

| await a favourable reply.
Yours sincerely,
Mr D. Pegg.

Welney Wordsearch PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS 1999
You've probably a‘lre_a.dy seen the posters
Can you find ten words or phrases bocomnn:‘e a candidate in the m\e:wu local
associated with the village of Welney elections

in the letter grid. Answers on next Although there have been the regular Borough
page and County Council elections in Welney, there
has not been a Parish Council election for many
years.
Parish Councils actually have more power
and influence than you might think, if they
choose to exercise their authority.
If you care about the future of your parish, would
like to see some changes and wish to help
improve the quality of life here - do serously
consider putting your name forward as a candi-
date on 6~ May.
The public notice of the election will be
posted on 26" March. Nominations need
too be in by noon on 6" April. Forms will be
available from the Parish Clerk, Pat Cope-
man at No 1, Chestnut Avenue,

Let's make life in Welney even more interesting
this Spring!
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COULD YOU HELP YOUNG PEOPLE

FIND TRAINING AND A JOB? Jim

Harrison (Cycles)

Many young people looking for training,
or for a job which will fit their talents,
find themselves lacking in confidence
and unaware of the opportunities that
exist. Can you help them?

Norwich & Norfolk Voluntary Ser-
vices are looking for volunteer mentors
to work with young people in West
Norfolk.

NVS define ‘mentors’ as ‘wise and
trusted advisors', usually older and
more experienced than the young peo-
ple with whom they work, giving help which can
often mean the difference between drifting aim-
lessly and finding a vocational direction.

Val Bowers who co-ordinates the scheme
says:

‘Many of the young people who come to us are
lacking in the confidence and self esteem nec-
essary to get themselves established in training
or employment. Someone impartial who will
listen to them and help them develop the skills
and attitudes that are required in today's labour
market can make the most enormous differ-
ence.’

NVS is looking for people from all walks of life,
people who are ‘open-minded, tolerant, empa-
thetic and prepared to make a commitment to

Jane Carter

SRN, RSCN, IIHHT, IHBC
City & Guilds (Aromatherapy)

REFLEXOLOGY
WEDISH BODY MASS

AGE

—

w

Horseshoe
New Road
Welney
Wisbech
International
Council of Cambs

PE14 9RA
ALL APPOINTMENTS———

01354 610500

16

2 Ponts Hill,
Littleport CB6 1PZ

Next to Ex-Servicemens
Club Tel; 01353 862000

New Cycles, Repairs, Spares,
Wheelbuilding, and Accessories;

for all types of cycles.
Lightweight Road and Mountain

their young person.
understanding of the problems which face
young people today.

All volunteers will be trained and supported by
Norfolk Voluntary Services which has experi-
ence of working with mentors with a vast range
of life experiences and backgrounds.

They need to have an

Each volunteer should be prepared to make a
commitment to give an hour a week for approxi-
mately six months to their young person.

NVS invites you to contact them for an informa-
tion pack, if you are still interested you can
attend an Introductory Workshop when you can
find out more about the whole scheme.

For further information contact:

Val Bowers or Carol Pitch

Mentoring Service Co-ordinators, NVS

01 14474

Wordsearch Answers

Did you get them all?
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WELCOME TO WELNEY

I've referred in the past to the amount of build-
ing, re-building and renovation work that has
been going on around our parish. Nowhere has
this been more obvious than in the Hurn Drove
area.

Changes have been so rapid there that we've
now had our first tumover with Mark and Paul
having moved from Nursery House to Manea, to
be replaced by David and Marion Beiton. They
have come from Peterborough, where David
has spent most of his life. He still travels back
there to his work with an animal feeds company.
David has a tenuous past link with Weiney,
because as a student he spent some time work-
ing for Heading's Farms. They have no pets
themseives, but are currently fish sitting until
Mark and Paul can build a new pond.

Steve Taylor and Sara Golding moved into 3,
Wisbech Road with their daughter Tia-Leigh (6
months) just in time for Christmas, but not for
our previous deadline. They've come from
Pymore, where Steve still works for Sara's fam-
ity haulage firm as a mechanic and occasional
beet loader and driver. Their cat has yet to
make the move across the washes to join them.

A warm Welney welcome to both households
and to anyone else that I've inadvertently
missed.

Tim Bennett

Housewares - Hardware - Gardening

(TRADITIONAL IRONMONGERS)

JH ADAMS & SONS LTD

Customer Parking

V|

We’'re a fair and square store - a member of a
large chain of independent hardware retailers

Take our advice - we're hard to beat
for service & price and we're local

Cycle Spares P

J N LOVEDAY - ENGINEERING
The Mill, March Road
Welney, Wisbech
Cambs
Tel: 01354 610353

Robotic Welding - Steel Fabrication and Welding. ||
Welders to BS 4872 with weld procedures

THREE IN ONE FAMILY

hree members of the Weiney family

who live at 1, Chestnut Ave., have

recently been very successful in the
martial art of Karate and the very proud Mum of
the household wrote to tell us about it.

Matthew Copeman, aged nearly 8, has just
achieved his 1 Kye (Brown and double white
belt) following his recent grading with the En-
glish Karate Organisation, and has become the
youngest 1" Kye in England. Matthew started
training when he was five, and has graded
straight through from 10" Kye to 1* Kye. His
next belt will be to join his brother and father
with a black belt.

Christopher, aged 14, started Karate at the
young age of seven and graded straight
through to black beit. it was an achievement in
itself as he was awarded an adult black belt and
not a junior, and at present holds
a 1" Dan Black Belt and is hop-
ing to grade for his 2™ Dan in
November.

The boys join Dad, Terry aged
51, who also holds a 1 Dan and
is similarly hoping to grade for his
2™ Dan at the same time as
Christopher. Terry, who teaches
Karate to adults and children,
started much later than the boys
and has completed 8 years train-
ing.

All three train at the Outwell

evenings.
Anyone wishing to join them
would be most weicome - if you
are interested why not ring Terry
on 610 226
Proud Mum/Pat Cope-
man




BIRDS HATE THE DEEP FLOODS
AS MUCH AS YOU

Concern over the recent spate of flooding on the
Ouse Washes is shared as much by the Wild-
fowl & Wetlands Trust (WWT) and the Royal
Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) as
the rest of the local community, be they villagers
in Welney, graziers, anglers, wildfowlers or
skaters.

Deep floods are no good for people and no
good for birds either. Ultimately the Environment
Agency (EA) has the long term ability to influ-
ence the amount of water on the Ouse Washes
and as spring and early summer flooding now
appears to be increasing so our concermns grow.
Both the WWT and the RSPB are devoted to
providing an attractive and safe habitat for birds
and suitable points for those enthusiasts (and
there are many of them) who want to see the
birds in their natural surroundings. Damp mead-
ows and shallow water is ideal for ducks and
swans, but when the floodwater extends deeply
from bank to bank - and that is when the wash
road begins to flood - then large numbers of
wildfowl leave the washes. We make regular
accurate counts of the numbers of birds on the
Washes, so we can give an exact example of
this effect from the high floods at the beginning
of 19988. In the good shallow conditions at the
beginning of December 1997, the count was
75,100 birds. By the 19th January 1998, when
the flood was at its height, two-thirds of those
birds had gone and the count was down to
25,650.

Some 35,000 people visit the WWT Weilney
reserve each year, and most of those come
between November and February. Not only
does flooding at that time mean fewer birds to
see but the visitors suffer, as we all do, from
problems in actually driving to the centre. The
same problems are faced by the 8,000 visitors
to the hides and visitor centre at Welches Dam,
maintained and run by the RSPB and the
Wildlife Trust, Cambridgeshire (WTC).

Many in Welney village will know the history of
the WWT and remember its first warden Josh

Are these rare Valentine swans or what?

Scott, a local man. WWT had an initial donation
of 102 acres of land in 1967. There have been
further land purchases (WWT now own 1000
acres) and improvements in amenities both in
areas like car parking and the Reception facility,
and in the Observatory, bird-watching hides and
summer walks.

During the summer months, the Ouse Washes
are grazed by over 3,000 cattle so the grass is
kept to a suitable height and composition for
grazing Wigeon - this also keeps the washes
clear of coarse vegetation and woody plants
which would impede the evacuation of flood
water. Evacuating the cattle at short notice
when the water rises is an added problem for
the RSPB and WWT. Both organisations rely on
grazing income to help fund their conservation
work, and flooding which prevents livestock
grazing the washes means a shortfall in income.
More reasons why we all want the floods kept to
a minimum.

The RSPB first became involved with the Ouse
Washes in 1952 when Littleport schoolteacher,
Ted Cottier, found Black-tailed Godwits nesting
there after an absence, as a breeding bird in
Britain, of over 100 years. For nearly 15 years

., Email = billthompson@asbestos.source.co.uk

the secret was kept by a se-
lect group of Mr Cottier's

Phones 01354 610539 01553 811844 |friends as they protected the
Fax 01354 610581 01553 810799 |growing Godwit population.

Mobiles 0585467282 0402 182220

The RSPB supported their
work and paid honorariums to

WEST NORFOLK ASBESTOS REMOVALS the wash shepherds for their

The Old Maltings, Setchey, King's Lynn, Norfolk, PE33 DAY
S O euiLiooniatiadomncaames: |10 3054, % REPB bought

V.AT. No. 599 5871 54

CENTRAL GOVERNMENT APPROVED LIST OF WORKS CONTRACTOR

help in protecting the nests.

the first of many washland




fields, that was gradually to become the current
2,400 acre reserve, based at Welches Dam,
Manea. In conjunction with WTC, 10 viewing
hides are provided, one with disabled access,
and the visitor centre at Weiches Dam is open
free of charge at all times.
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Winter is the time of spectacular numbers, but
for the omithologist, the spring and summer are
still notable. When the waters recede, the
marshy meadows are taken over by breeding
birds. More than 90 types of birds have been
recorded as nesting. Outstanding are the Black-
tailed Godwit, Avocets, and occasional Ruff.
Lapwing nest by the hundreds and Redshank
are common. Mallard are the most numerous
duck in the Washes, but Teal, Gadwall, Gar-
ganey, Shoveller, Tufted Duck and Pochard are
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THE RED HART INN

Three Holes
NOW TAKING BEOOKINES TODR

CHRISTMAS DAY LUNCH?

Traditional Home cooked food
Noon - 2:30 pm, 7 - 10 pm Mon to Sat
Noon - 9 pm Sunday

Warm, Friendly
Atmosphere

Dave and Judy Flather
look forward to meeting you
Tel: 01945-773328

u u|

GENERAL

BUILDERS

CARPENTRY &
JOINERY SPECIALIST

EXTENSIONS
RENOVATIONS
MAINTENANCE

Wien Cottage - Main Street,

Welney, Wisbech, Carbs
PE149RB
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all there regularly. The breeding success of
these ground nesters varies from year to year. A
wet spring brings on the floods again, and the
spring 1998 flood was a disaster for breeding
waders on the Washes.

Despite changes in the way the Ouse Washes
are now managed, compared to 40 years ago,
they are still very much part of the local econ-
omy. WWT employs 11 staff, RSPB 12. Over 50
local farmers bring some 3,000 cattle to graze
on the highly productive washiand pastures.
Many acres of hay are cut each year, providing
fodder for local cattle and horses. Many visitors
to the WWT and RSPB stay overnight in Wel-
ney, shop at Wendy's and drink in the local
pubs.

Both organisations exist to care for wild birds
and their habitats. Deep floods make life just as
hard for birds as us local residents, so the WWT
and the RSPB are on the side of anything that
ensures the long-term reduction of deep flood-
ing.

Carl Mitchell (WWT) & Cliff Carson (RSPB)




PADGETS GARAGE
Established 1895

Quality and reliable car

repairs and servicing and
MOT

Free Collection & Return if
needed

Specialists in vintage and
classic car parts. Expert
knowledge of repairs

Estimates Free
Dave Padget

Suspension Bridge
Call 01354 610225
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A beautiful drawing to colour in

Obituary
We heard in late January of the
death (following a sudden iliness)
of

Stuart Carnson of Three Holes.

Mr Carnson, the editor of Welle-
in-Touch, was a popular and ac-
tive member of Upwell village life.
He will be especially remembered
by our entire editorial team for his
generosity in giving us both help
and advice before Welney News
ever hit the presses. We are sure
many in Welney will join us in
wishing to pass on our warmest
regards and sympathy to Mr Carn-
son's wife, family and friends at
this sad time.

Collecting tokens for FREE BOOKS FOR

SCHOOLS in The Sun, TheTmes The News of
the World and The Sunday Time and on all
Walkers Crisp packets.

Collecting vouchers at Tesco for COMPUTERS
FOR SCHOOLS

William Marshall School is registered for both of
these schemes so whether you have children at
the School or not, please support them and
collect as fast as you can. The school needs a
bigger library and more computers

And don't forget the School also collects alu-
minium cans and raises money from them.
Don't throw them away. Give them to the
School.

AAANVDS AP
WHD S VD7
COLLECTINVG>

Children need more books




LETTER PAGE
Dear Editor,

| was shocked to hear yesterday (10"
January) that a Parish Councillor had belittled
the plight caused by the flood of the Wash Road
to local businesses. It is, by now, public knowl-
edge that we are in danger of losing Chris and
Gary as Hosts at The Lamb and Flag plus The
Post Office in Welney, The Wildfow! Trust
(which has worked hard for local support) and
the Three Holes shop and garages are all suffer-
ing loss of trade at what would normally be a
prosperous time. Even Kent's Haulage, which
is a large, national company, must be feeling the
strain of increased mileage, which cannot be
charged to their customers realistically.

We in Welney value our local facilities and in-
dustries, which keep the village alive. The
ill-advised comments of the gentleman men-
tioned in my opening, plus the lack of support
given by Elgood’'s Brewery to local pubs, are in
danger of pushing a precipitous situation out of
balance completely.

The time MUST have come for the Environment
Agency and the Council departments responsi-
ble for the upkeep of the Wash Road to stop
dallying about and shifting responsibility and act
positively to ensure prolonged flooding of this
artery thoroughfare is made a thing of the past -
raise the Wash Road as required and operate
the sluices effectively, or watch Welney die, as
so many villages have before it, due to strangu-
lation of trade.

| hope to read in our Newsletter pages soon of
imminent roadworks that cause seasoned trav-
ellers to adopt their alternative routes for more
positive reasons and for the last time!

Yours sincerely,

Mrs. Angry of Welney
(aka Holly Goodwin, White Roses, Main St.)

(see further opinions on the flooding on
pages 8,12,19 and )

Dear Editor,

We have been taking in B&B guests for many
years now and | could write a book about the
various interesting people who have stayed with
us, but just before Christmas we had what must
rank as our most unusual guests yet in the form
of ‘Skye’, an immature Golden Eagle and ‘Lady’,
a Peregrine Falcon. They were accompanying
their owners, Lloyd and Rose Buck, who train
birds for natural history film work.

You may actually have seen one or both birds
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on tv already since they featured in “"A Winter's
Tale" on BBC2 on Boxing Day.

We had to ensure that our cat did not get locked
in the garage ovemight, since it is considered
bad form for guests to eat the host’s pet.

Lloyd and Rose were staying with us while they
were involved with some filming locally, accom-
panied by their flock of Red-breasted Geese,
which stayed overnight in a large van.

The local sequence will eventually appear in the
BBC2 “Natural World" series, when parts of
Littleport get passed off as the Danube delta in
Romania!

Cindy Bennett
:**t*********t*t*tt*t“*

b WEEVE AL BIN THEIR

* Elisabeth Deckker received this poem by
email from friends in America. It will strike
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Eye halve a spelling chequer

It came with my pea sea

It plainly marques four my revue
Miss steaks eye kin knot sea.
Eye strike a key and type a word
And weight four it two say
Weather eye am wrong oar write
It shows me strait a weigh.

As soon as a mist ache is maid
It nose bee fore two long

And eye can put the error rite
Its rare lea ever wrong.

Eye have run this poem threw it
| am shore your pleased two no
Its letter perfect awi the weigh
My chequer tolled me sew.

Sauce unknown
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TEDDY CHURCH DIARY

g Following my letter in October's Welney
News introducing the Teddy Church Ser-
vices at St Mary’s in Welney, | thought that
toddlers in Weiney might like to tell their3y
teddies what is in store for them in the coming

£ months.

The Friendship Club held their New Year party
on the 12" January in the village hall. Some

Gilbert and Sullivan Society in Upwell.

The regular meeting of the Friendship Club on
28" January included card bingo and an auction
sale of goods brought in by members, and good
wishes were sent to those members who could
not attend owing to illness.

Two members of the Friendship Club passed
away recently; in December, Queenie Johnson
lost her husband Alf, and Mary Blunkell passed
away at the beginning of February. Both of
these friends will be much missed, and the
Friendship Club wishes to pass on its best
wishes and sympathy to the two families.

The club is currently meeting at its winter time
of 1-30pm. Karen Fleming
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COMMERCIAL
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Graham Childs Motors
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Market
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WELNEY BROTHERS VIE FOR
TV TIME

Many of you probably saw Ken Goodger of Pates
Farm on TV commentating on Oliver Walston's
However did you notice his brother Jeremy on
C4's "Pet Rescue” a few days earlier?
Although the caption was spelt wrongly, Chief
Inspector Goodger of Leicestershire RSPCA was
the same person who started his career with the

Society here in the village.
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PLAYBUS

The Playbus is once again appearing regularly in
Welney. Some of the ‘teething problems’ of the
new vehicle - the heating system and some
leaky windows - have been overcome; however
the biggest problem now facing the Playbus in
Weiney is its very popularity. In spite of the rota
system which is in operation, there are at pre-
sent no vacancies for new Playbus users. Since
there may even have to be a waiting list, some of
the Welney Mums are planning to put their
heads together once again to find another solu-
tion. (See details on the next page)

The total running cost of the Playbus is £16000
per year. Some of this is covered by a grant
from the County Council but a large chunk must
still be found by fundraising ~ to this end the
fundraising committee is planning a number of
events for the coming spring. On Easter Satur-
day (3™ April) there is to be an Easter Egg

aaaegaceeecaeae

hunt at Shouldham Warren. This will be from
10-30am to 12-30pm. There will be a Tombola
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YOUTH CLUB

Downham Market Town Council is in the pro-
cess of taking over the running of the Youth and
Community Centre; this has involved a lot of
planning meetings etc. and has delayed the
setting up of a programme of events for the
club. Monday club nights are continuing as be-
fore but now run from 7-00pm to 9-30pm. Activi-
ties include football, pool, and group discus-
sions. Club nights are also held in school holi-
days except for Bank Holidays. It is also
planned to have line dancing on offer each
Monday with a dance teacher, and there will be
a small charge for anyone wishing to take part.
As previously, there will occasionally be visiting
speakers and one of these will be a beauty
therapist who will be talking about skin health
and skin care. (Date to be decided).

Once the Gouncil take-over is complete, it is
intended that Club members will form a commit-
tee to plan future activities for the club. If you
are interested in having a say in what goes on in
the Youth Ciub why not go along, take part, and
put your name down for the committee? Or
contact Brenda Chennells on Monday nights
on 01366 387504.

This is definitely a case of the club being what
its members make it, and the more young peo-
ple who are actively interested and involved, the
better. It is definitely possible for there to be a
varied programme of outings and activities;
what is needed now is enough people to put
themselves forward and make it happen.

Club discos are monthly on a Friday night, from
7-00pm to 11-00pm. Admission is £2.00 for
members and £3.00 for non-members. No alco-
hol or drugs allowed, and no admission after
9-00pm.

Forthcoming disco dates are 26" February, 26"
March, and 30" April.

Karen Fleming
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On 10" February, a small group of Mums met with the Rev Sheila Tooke, Mrs Golson and Mrs Neave of
the William Marshall School. The aim was to discuss the possibility of the Welney community setting up its
own pre-school facilities. This would be for children of age 2 % up to school age.

In addition we would like to provide a parent toddler session once a week.

In the pre-school group we want to: help children to leamn basic social skills and foundation concepts for
later development at school, such as colours, numbers, letters, sizes etc.; to introduce books and the
pleasure of reading; and to provide an invaluable opportunity for shared and individual play and creative
crafts.

We know of at least 25 toddlers whose Mums would welcome a Playgroup, but we think there are many
more so we are using the Newsletter to find them.

We would like to hear from anyone with any comments about this proposed venture, and would especially
welcome advice and guidance from anyone with previous experience of playgroups.

Below is a questionnaire about the pre-school group. We would be grateful if you could answer
and return this; it will be used to judge the amount of interest in, and demand for, a pre-school
group.

3 3 € 3 < K K I I KK K X I K K X X KX
UESTIONNAIRE FOR P ED P PF LNEY

If you have children in the age group 0-5 yrs, or are interested in supporting a playgroup in the
village, please help us by answering the questions below.

NAME | |
ADDRESS (in Welney) | |
TELEPHONENO. | |
CHILDREN UNDER FIVE

CHILD’S NAME; AGE; D.0.B;
istChild [ |

2nd Child l I

Do you consider there is a need for a pre-school group in Welney? I

Can you offer any suggestions, support or help? If so, please give details.

If you have young children:
Would you take your child/children to a playgroup in Welney? | |

Would you take your child/children to a parent-and toddler session in Welney? L ]

Do you take your child/children to a playgroup already? [ I

If your last answer was yes, which playgroup? If not, is it lack of transport which prevents you?

x |

Thank you for taking the time to answer these questions. Please return your answers to:
Holly Goodwin, White Roses, Main Street: 610482

Jane Frusher, Meadow Farm, Main Street: 610480

Karen Fleming, Bridge House, Bedford Bank West: 610523

Sally Kerr, Croft House, Main Street: 610444 or

Wendy Redman, Post Office, Welney.
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